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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

PLEASE PASS IMMEDIATE TO S/S FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER 

HEREWITH FULL TEXT REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCING AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL ON THE DISENGAGEMENT AND 
SEPARATION OF FORCES IN THE MIDEAST MADE IN WHITE HOUSE 
BRIEFING ROOM AT 3:04 P.M. EDT THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JAN. 17: 

WON'T YOU BE SEATED, PLEASE. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT THAT I 
AM SURE WILL BE WELCOME NEWS, NOT ONLY TO ALL AMERICANS, 

BUT TO PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD. THE ANNOUNCEMENT HAS 
TO DO WITH THE MIDEAST, AND IT IS BEING MADE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
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AT 3 O'CLOCK WASHINGTON TIME IN CAIRO AND IN JERUSALEM, AS 
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WELL AS IN WASHINGTON. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT IS AS FOLLOWS: "IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE DECISION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
EGYPT AND ISRAEL, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES, HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT ON THE DISENGAGE- 
MENT AND SEPARATION OF THEIR MILITARY FORCES. THE AGREE- 
MENT IS SCHEDULED TO BE SIGNED BY THE CHIEFS OF STAFF OF 
EGYPT AND ISRAEL AT NOON EGYPT-ISRAEL TIME, FRIDAY, 

JANUARY 18, AT KILOMETER 101 ON THE CAIRO-SUEZ FOAD. THE 
COMMANDER OF THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE, GENERAL 
SIILASVOUS, HAS BEEN ASKED BY THE PARTIES TO WITNESS 
THE SIGNING." 

A BRIEF STATEMENT WITH REGARD TO THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, 

I THINK, IS IN ORDER. 

FIRST, CONGRATULATIONS SHOULD GO TO PRESIDENT 
SADAT, TO PRIME MINISTER MEIR, AND THEIR COLLEAGUES, FOR 
THE VERY CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT THEY HAVE SHOWN IN REACH- 
ING AN AGREEMENT ON THE VERY DIFFICULT ISSUES INVOLVED 
WHICH MADE THIS ANNOUNCEMENT POSSIBLE. 

ALSO, WE IN THE UNITED STATES CAN BE PROUD OF THE 
ROLE THAT OUR GOVERNMENT HAS PLAYED, AND PARTICULARLY 
THE ROLE THAT HAS BEEN PLAYED BY SEC*ETARY KISSINGER AND 
HIS COLLEAGUES IN WORKING TO BRING THE PARTIES TOGETHER 
SO THAT AN AGREEMENT COULD BE REACHED, WHICH WE HAVE 
JUST READ. 

THE OTHER POINT THAT I WOULD MAKE IS WITH REGARD 
TO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AGREEMENT. IN THE PAST 
GENERATION THERE HAVE BEEN, AS WE KNOW, FOUR WARS IN THE 
MIDEAST, FOLLOWED BY UNEASY TRUCES. THIS, I WOULD SAY, IS 
THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD A PERMANENT PEACE IN 
THE MIDEAST. I DO NOT UNDERSTATE, BY MAKING THE STATE- 
MENT THAT I HAVE JUST MADE, THE DIFFICULTIES THAT LIE 
AHEAD IN SETTLING THE DIFFERENCES THAT MUST BE SETTLED 
BEFORE A PERMANENT PEACE IS REACHED, BUT THIS IS A VERY 
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SIGNIFICANT STEP REACHED DIRECTLY AS A RESULT OF 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES, AND THEREFORE, HAS, 

IT SEEMS TO ME, A GREAT DEAL OF MEANING TO ALL OF US HERE 
IN THIS COUNTRY AND AROUND THE WORLD WHO RECOGNIZE 
THE IMPORANCE OF HAVING PEACE IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD. 

THE OTHER POINT THAT I WOULD MAKE IS WITH REGARD 
TO THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES. OUR ROLE HAS BEEN ONE 
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OF BEING OF ASSISTANCE TO BOTH PARTIES TO BRING THEM 
TOGETHER, TO HELP TO NARROW DIFFERENCES, WORKING TOWARD 
A FAIR AND JUST SETTLEMENT FOR ALL PARTIES CONCERNED 
WHERE EVERY NATION IN THAT AREA WILL BE ABLE TO LIVE IN 
PEACE AND ALSO TO BE SECURE INSOFAR AS ITS DEFENSE IS 
CONCERNED. 

CONCERNED. 

LOOKING TO THE SITUATION IN THE WORLD GENERALLY, I 
THINK WE COULD PROBABLY SAY THAT THE AREA OF THE WORLD 
THAT POTENTIALLY IS THE ONE IN WHICH THE GREAT POWERS 
CAN BE BROUGHT INTO CONFRONTATION IS THE MIDEAST, 

THAT THAT AREA MORE THAN ANY OTHER IS IN THAT CATEGORY, 
AS RECENT EVENTS HAVE INDICATED. 

NOW THE ANNOUNCEMENT WE HAVE MADE TODAY IS ONLY A 
FIRST STEP, BUT IT IS A VERY SIGNIFICANT STEP. IT 
PAVES THE WAY FOR MORE STEPS WHICH CAN LEAD TO A PERMA- 
NENT PEACE. AND I PERSONALLY SHALL SEE THAT ALL 
NEGOTIATIONS, ANY EFFORTS WHICH COULD LEAD TO THAT 
PERMANENTEACE, NOT ONLY BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISREAL, BUT 
BETWEEN THE OTHER COUNTRIES INVOLVES, HAVE THE FULL 
AND COMPLETE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

THANK YOU. (END TEXT). RUSH 
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